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			It's that time of year again! Current garden waste collection service subscriptions end on 31 March 2026. Subscribe now to make sure you benefit from all garden waste collections from 1 April 2026 to 31 March 2027. You will receive 20 collections during this period, with a pause for the winter months.

There are two bin sizes available. These are the online prices for 2026-27: 
1. 140-litre small bin - £33
1. 240-litre large bin - £48
It's easy to sign up online - and cheaper too. If you subscribe over the phone an extra £2.50 transaction fee applies.

🌱 How to subscribe or renew
Subscribe to the service by clicking on the button at the bottom of this item. Payment is taken in advance by debit card, credit card or by Direct Debit. If you have recently re-subscribed then you don't need to do anything further.

Existing Direct Debit customers also don't need to do anything. Payment will be automatically collected on or around 2 March.

To check if you have a garden waste subscription already set up you can log into My Account.

Our garden waste collections are also going greener as we are no longer sending out bin stickers as of this month.

New technology means our collection crews will know which properties are subscribed to the garden waste service, so there's no need for bin stickers. 

However we do advise you clearly display your house number or house name on your garden waste bin(s) so they are easily identified. 
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			We're working hard behind the scenes to make sure everything is ready for the new weekly food waste collection service which will start at the end of March. 

Along with all the other local councils in England, we are introducing the service as part of the government's Simpler Recycling reforms. Food waste will be collected separately and caddies to allow for this will be delivered to each property soon.

From Monday 12 January we are distributing bin hangers across the District, detailing how the service will work and what your caddy pack will include. You can use these hangers as a handy go-to reference guide.

We now also have a special form where you can sign up for either email or text message alerts to let you know when your caddy pack will be delivered - you can use the button below to do this. 

Remember there's already lots of information including FAQs and a digital copy of our Food Waste Collection leaflet here to outline what is happening.

We appreciate recycling food waste may seem like just another responsibility but it's simple and easy and is good news for communities and the environment.

It prevents food waste going to landfill where, rather than breaking down harmlessly, it rots and releases methane - a harmful greenhouse gas which is 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide.

As well as reducing emissions the recycling process also turns the food waste into something useful, with both biogas and natural fertiliser created as by-products.

For more information on food waste collections and to sign up for alerts use the link below: 
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			Here are the latest food hygiene ratings in the District:

Rated 5 - Hygiene standards are very good 
1. Wok In, 11 Pochin Street, Croft 
1. Morrisons Petrol Station, Station Road, Glenfield 
1. Kate's Kakes, private address
1. Leicestershire County Council Asylum Seeking Team, County Hall, Leicester Road
Rated  4 - Hygiene standards are good           
1. MP Catering at Kirby Muxloe Golf Club, Station Road, Kirby Muxloe
1. The Wentworth Arms, Station Road, Elmesthorpe 
Rated 3 - Hygiene standards are generally satisfactory 
1. The Heathcote Arms, Hill Street, Croft
We complete many food inspections every year and the frequency of our visits depends on the potential risk to public health. The time between inspections can be as short as six months for the highest risk businesses, to two years for lower risk businesses. 

To find out more about hygiene ratings and to report any concerns about a business that prepares or sells food, please visit the Food Standards Agency website using the link below: 
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			Appeals have been lodged against both a refusal of retrospective planning permission and subsequent enforcement notice on land at the edge of Bouskell Park in Blaby village. 

To read more use the link below: 
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			Are you or do you know someone who wants to improve their strength, balance and mobility? Our Steady Steps classes, run through Active Blaby, are free weekly sessions plus home-based exercise aimed at adults aged 65 plus who feel unsteady on their feet.

These 24-week programmes are delivered by specialist Postural Stability Instructors (PSIs) and are proven to improve strength, balance, fitness and confidence among participants, while reducing their risk of falls.

We have two new Steady Steps Programmes starting in Glenfield at the Sports Pavillion in February and Blaby village at the Baptist Church in March.

For more information use the link below: 
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			Once again we’ve partnered with De Montfort University to offer start-up businesses in the District the opportunity to attend a free, two-day course.

Following a successful event last year we are hosting the Crucible Business Masterclass aimed at companies that have been trading for less than 18 months who want to take their enterprise to the next level.

Industry experts, who have worked with businesses of all sectors and sizes, will be offering their know-how on a variety of topics such as branding, intellectual property, diversification and growing your business. A buffet lunch will be provided.

Feedback from attendees last year was hugely positive with people saying the course was well structured and presented and it had opened their eyes to new business-boosting opportunities.

The event runs on Monday 23 and Tuesday 24 February from 9am to 4pm at our offices on Desford Road, Narborough, LE19 2EP.

To find out more information or to book your place, please send an expression of interest to enterprisingblaby@blaby.gov.uk

To find out more about our support for business, employers, employees and job-seekers use the link below: 
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			Calling all local charities and community groups. Our Funding and Awards Officer is once more running a free funding application workshop.

The popular, interactive workshop aims to help voluntary sector organisations in the District increase their chance of success when applying for grants and funding.

The session will take place on Tuesday 20 January from 2pm and will cover a variety of topics to help in preparing a strong funding application.

Places are limited and booking is essential. To find out more details and to book a place, email vcshub@blaby.gov.uk with your name and details of your community organisation.

For more information on our support for the voluntary and community sector use the link below: 
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			Brave the weather and join a guided walk around Fosse Meadows tomorrow, Saturday 10 January. Organised by the country park's custodians, Green Circle, the walk focuses on the history and tradition of woodland management and how we can protect this landscape for future generations.

Meet at Mason's coffee van ready for the walk to start at 10am. It should last around two hours. 
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			Our JUST physical activity programme for women is celebrating its 10th anniversary - so what better time to join up.

JUST provides opportunities for women of all ages and abilities to get involved in a range of physical activity sessions across Blaby District and the rest of South Leicestershire.
For 2025, JUST will run for nine weeks from Monday 19 January to Sunday 22 March. During this time, you will have the chance to attend a large selection of local classes, both online and in person, with everything from Zumba to tennis.
For more information use the link below: 
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			The Leicester Comedy Festival is coming to Blaby District from 17 to 22 February, with events at venues such as Everards Beer Hall, Mill Hill Cask and Coffee and The Bricklayers pub.

The Cosby Yarn Bomb team will also be teaming up with a comedian to put on a comedy craft afternoon, plus there’s free family friendly events happening at Blaby Library and Fosse Meadows. Even our very own Fosse Foxes will be taking part with a Comedy Festival Fosse Fox trail takeover. 
Find out more using the link below:
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