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			An enforcement notice has been served on land at Sycamore Street on the edge of Bouskell Park in Blaby village. The notice follows the refusal of a retrospective planning application to change the use of the land to allow for the standing of a static caravan and erection of gates.

Blaby District Council planning committee members rejected the application at a meeting on 27 November. The applicants have six months from 31 December to remove all vehicles and buildings and reinstate the land to its former natural condition. To read more use the link below: 
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			There's only a few days left to vote for the Community Group of the Year in our Blaby District Council Community Awards 2025.

We rely on public votes to choose this winner and runner-up while a panel of judges picks the other categories, Volunteer of the Year, Young Volunteer of the Year and Sport and Physical Activity Volunteer of the Year.

Voting closes at midnight on Sunday 14 December. To find out more about the awards, read all about the 15 organisations nominated for the Community Group of the Year and to vote for your favourite, use the link below: 
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			Here are the latest food hygiene ratings in the District:

Rated 5 - Hygiene standards are very good 
1. Brooke House Day School, Croft Road, Cosby
1. NEON Vitality, private residence
1. Kingsway North Community Fridge, Winstanley Community College, Kingsway North, Braunstone Town
1. Ashmore Grange, Tay Road, Lubbesthorpe 
1. Huncote Community Primary School, Denman Lane, Huncote 
1. Play Days Academy, Manor Court, The Ford, Glen Parva
1. Asda Cafe, Asda Stores Ltd, Narborough Road South, Braunstone Town
We complete many food inspections every year and the frequency of our visits depends on the potential risk to public health. The time between inspections can be as short as six months for the highest risk businesses, to two years for lower risk businesses. 

To find out more about hygiene ratings and to report any concerns about a business that prepares or sells food, please visit the Food Standards Agency website using the link below: 
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			Spread some festive cheer when you support a local good cause this Christmas and you could win a huge £3,000 cash bonus.

That's the seasonal bonanza in our Love Blaby Lottery Christmas Super Draw - all on top of our usual weekly cash prizes including the £25,000 jackpot.

Tickets cost £1 with 60p going direct to the local good cause of your choice. Buy your tickets before midnight on Friday 19 December for your chance to win and help your community at the same time.

Players must be over 18 to play and resident in the UK. Please gamble responsibly - for guidance visit: gambleaware.org

For more information and to buy tickets use the link below: 
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			Based on discussions held at our first Voluntary and Community Sector (VCS) Forum, we are shaping a new training and development plan for our District’s voluntary and community sector groups which will launch in 2026.  
 
To ensure we address the areas of support that matter most to our VCS, we have put together a short questionnaire for groups to complete to highlight their training and development needs. 

The survey is open until Wednesday 31 December, use the link below to complete it: 
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			Friends who collaborated on a ‘waste not, want not’ cookbook are behind recipe inspiration at a Council-backed Community Fridge.

Pam Deacon and Glen Lee’s tips on turning ‘softish’ potatoes and ‘wrinkly’ tomatoes into tasty treats now feature on giveaway recipe cards at Glen Parva Community Fridge. To find out more use the link below: 
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			Research into a programme that helps older people across the District improve their balance and stability has won a national award.

At the Association of Directors of Public Health Awards, Leicestershire County Council (LCC) won the ‘Research Award’ category for the insight into steady steps, conducted together with the University of Nottingham.

Funded by LCC public health and delivered by Active Together, including our own Active Blaby, Steady Steps helps people who have had a fall, or are at risk of falls, to reduce their risk through a 24-week programme.

The research showed that people taking part in Steady Steps were significantly less likely to suffer a fall and improved their balance and strength. It highlighted the benefits of the programme and led to enhancements in the course, so helping people further.

For more information on Active Blaby and the programmes it delivers use the link below: 
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			Did you know our new weekly food waste collections will be starting soon? The service, a new national initiative introduced by the Government as part of its Simpler Recycling programme, will start on 30 March.

We're busy sorting out all the details behind the scenes, ensuring our special vehicles will be ready and all the new caddies and bins will be delivered, ready for the launch.

There's lots of information including FAQs and a digital copy of our Food Waste Collection leaflet on our website so you can get an early lowdown on how things will work.

It may seem like just another responsibility but recycling food waste is simple - you just put your food waste in your caddy not your bin. It's also good news for all of us as it helps cut emissions.

When food waste goes to landfill along with other household waste it doesn't just break down harmlessly. It rots and releases methane - a harmful greenhouse gas which is 25 times more potent than carbon dioxide.

As well as reducing emissions the recycling process also turns the food waste into something useful, with both biogas and natural fertiliser created as by-products.

Check out all our information on food waste collections using the link below: 
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			We're gearing up to take part in the annual fundraising heavy vehicle extravaganza - Archers Festive Tractor Run, which winds its way round south Leicestershire villages on Sunday 21 December.

Two of our bin lorries will be bedecked in dazzling Yuletide trimmings to join the scores of other trucks and tractors in this year's run, raising money for LOROS Hospice. Our events and tourism Visit Blaby District website, promoting places to eat stay and visit, is also a sponsor for 2025.

The run starts at 4.30pm from George House, Magna Park, Lutterworth, taking around three hours to loop back round to Leicester Road, Lutterworth, where the seasonally decorated vehicles can be viewed up close at Coates.  

Here's the full route and estimated times: 

📍4.40pm – Lutterworth (Coventry Rd / Brookfield Way / Bill Crane Way)
📍4.55pm – Dunton Bassett (Coopers Lane / Broughton Lane) 
📍5.05pm – Broughton Astley (Broughton Rd / Station Rd) 
📍5.10pm – Broughton Astley (Main St / Orchard Rd / Leicester Rd) 
📍5.20pm – Cosby (Broughton Rd / Croft Rd / Park Rd) 
📍5.30pm – Whetstone (Cambridge Rd) 
📍5.45pm – Blaby Centre (via Grove Rd → Lutterworth Rd) 
📍6pm – South Wigston (Little Glen Rd / St Thomas Rd / Canal St) 
📍6.10pm – Blaby (Hospital Lane / Winchester Rd) 
📍6.25pm – Countesthorpe (Winchester Rd / Cosby Rd / Station Rd / Main St) 
📍6.45pm – Peatling Magna 
📍6.55pm – Peatling Parva 
📍7.05pm – Gilmorton 
📍7.20pm – Lutterworth (Church St / George St)  
📍7:30pm – Lutterworth (Leicester Rd) – Finish

All timings are approximate. Updates will be posted throughout the evening on social media @archersview including a live tracker and several Facebook Live videos. 

For more information use the link below: 









		Tractor run 
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			Together with Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council we've launched a survey asking residents their views on community safety.

The survey asks questions on how safe people feel in their area, perceptions of crime and anti-social behaviour and actual experiences of crime.

Responses will be used to shape future partnership working on keeping our neighbourhoods safe.

To complete the Hinckley and Bosworth and Blaby District Community Safety Partnership survey use the link below: 









		Community safety survey 
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			Planning committee members gave the green light to a 100% affordable homes scheme at a recent meeting. The houses, from East Midlands Homes, will be built on disused former farmland in Leicester Forest East and be a mix of social rent and shared ownership.

To read more use the link below: 









		Affordable homes 
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