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			A very merry Christmas and happy New Year to you all from everyone here at Blaby District Council.

This is the last edition of our general newsletter for 2025, we'll be back with the first edition of 2026 on Friday 9 January.

Please remember our offices will be closed over the festive period. We close on Christmas Eve at noon then reopen on Friday 2 January with the usual Friday hours of 9am to 4.30pm.

Our emergency contact number outside office hours is 0844 736 9545. Calls cost five pence per minute plus your telephone company's network access charge. The Lightbulb contact centre phone number is 0116 305 0004.

You can always check out our website for information and advice by using the link below: 









		Council website 
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			Our bin collection dates will change over the festive period so our crews can enjoy the holiday season too.

Here's the schedule: 
1. Double collections - both refuse and recycling - 23, 24 December
1. No collections from 25 to 30 December 
1. Double collection Wednesday 31 December ONLY for residents who have Thursday collections
1. No collection Thursday 1 January
1. Double collections - both refuse and recycling 2, 5, 6, 7 January
1. Back to normal from Thursday 8 January
You can check your bin collection dates and get more information about our refuse and recycling services by using the link below: 









		Waste and recycling 
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			Here are the latest food hygiene ratings in the District:

Rated 5 - Hygiene standards are very good 
1. Dolce Education Catering at Badgerbrook, Badgerbrook Community Primary School, Badger Drive, Whetstone
1. X Load, private address  
1. Velvet Chocolatier, private address  
1. Fresh Coffee Collective, private address
1. Irene's Sweet Treats, private address
1. One Stop, 6 Croft Road, Cosby
We complete many food inspections every year and the frequency of our visits depends on the potential risk to public health. The time between inspections can be as short as six months for the highest risk businesses, to two years for lower risk businesses. 

To find out more about hygiene ratings and to report any concerns about a business that prepares or sells food, please visit the Food Standards Agency website using the link below: 









		Food Standards Agency 
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			The dinner's been eaten, crackers pulled and presents pulled from under the tree and opened. Now what to do with all that leftover food, packaging and the Christmas tree itself?

Fill up your freezer or get creative with leftover food, check here Food and recipes for ideas on individual ingredients you want to use up.

For any packaging, wrapping paper, crackers or cards the golden rule is it can be recycled as long as it isn't too shiny, metallic, or has glitter or other embellishments, any cardboard can be recycled but remember to take off sticky tape and flatten first.

Tissue and crepe paper, ribbons and bows - either fabric or plastic - are not recyclable. Neither is polystyrene so either try and reuse these items or dispose in your rubbish bin.

If you have a real tree and it has roots you can try and replant it, otherwise cut it into pieces and place in your garden waste bin (if you are a subscriber) ready for your next collection or take it to the nearest recycling and household waste site.

For more information use the link below: 









		Waste less this Christmas 
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			If you're out and about over the holidays and don't want to walk or drive then make sure any taxi you book is properly licensed. Look out for official plates, roof signs and the driver's ID badge with photo. Always pre-book private hire vehicles via phone or apps. 

Unlicensed drivers lack proper vetting, checks (DBS, medical) and insurance, posing a safety risk, especially during busy periods like Christmas.

For more information on taxis and licensing use the link below: 









		Licensing - taxis and private hire 
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			he Christmas rush can prove overwhelming for some so it's reassuring to know there are many locations across the District which act as safe havens should you feel distressed, anxious, scared or upset when out and about.

These may be a library, shop or Council building, each offering a refuge where you can take a few moments to yourself or get help contacting a relative or the emergency services. Keep Safe cards are available for people to ensure all their relevant contact and personal details can be easily accessed should they require assistance.  Look out for the Keep Safe Places logo.

To find out more use the link below: 









		Keep Safe Places 
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			It can be easy to get carried away when preparing your Christmas feast and forget all important food hygiene precautions. But to prevent a bad-belly Boxing Day here's a few tips: 
1. Focus on cleanliness and always wash hands and surfaces
1. Keep your fridge at 5C or below
1. Keep raw meat and ready-to-eat foods separately
1. If you're having frozen turkey, defrost it thoroughly in the fridge
1. Don't wash raw poultry as it spreads germs
1. Cook poultry thoroughly - check the juices are running clear or use a thermometer to 75C
1. Chill leftovers within two hours and only reheat once until piping hot
For more tips and information use the link below: 









		Christmas food hygiene 
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			Generous donations of food and household goods from staff at the Council were sorted into hampers last week.

The hampers were destined for families and vulnerable residents in the District known to our support services. 
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			Two of our bin lorries were bedecked in seasonal sparkles to take part in the annual fundraising heavy vehicle extravaganza - Archers Festive Tractor Run, which wound its way round south Leicestershire villages on Sunday 21 December.

The lorries joined scores of other trucks and tractors in this year's run, raising money for LOROS Hospice. Our events and tourism Visit Blaby District website, promoting places to eat stay and visit, was also a sponsor for 2025.

For more information use the link below: 









		Tractor run 
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			Got an old bike gathering dust? Then why not donate it as part of a County-wide initiative to get children to learn to ride and enjoy cycling.

Set, Pedal - Go is being launched by Active Together, Leicester,  Leicestershire and Rutland's partnership body aimed at encouraging physical activity for healthier lifestyles. 
Active Together will be working with targeted schools from the county's seven districts, including Blaby District, to deliver a learn to ride cycle programme. This will include a bike library so pupils not only have the opportunity to learn to ride a bike but also have the use of a bike to develop their skills further.
To ensure bikes are available people are being asked to donate any unwanted or unused bikes. A number of bike donation stations are being organised so people can drop off the cycles. They include:
[image: 📅]5 January 2026
[image: 📍]County Hall, LE3 8RA (8-9am, 12-1pm and 4-5pm)
[image: 📅]7 January 2026
[image: 📍]Next, Enderby, LE19 4AT (10am-12pm)

Find out more using the link below: 









		Donate a bike 
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			If you're looking for a new challenge then why not check out the various vacancies we have here at the Council.

There are a range of roles, both full time and part time, from working to support vulnerable residents to helping promote our services and events. 

To see our jobs page use the link below: 









		Vacancies 
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			Please remember our garden waste collections are now paused and will restart in March. We'll be in touch soon to tell you about subscribing to next year's service.

For more information use the link below: 









		Garden waste 
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