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			Welcome to our last general newsletter of 2024. As we approach the festive break we'd like to wish all our residents a very Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Our offices and customer service phone lines will close for Christmas on Tuesday December 24 at 2pm and reopen at 9am on Thursday 2 January.

If you need information during the closure please head to blaby.gov.uk where you can find a host of information. 

If you need to contact someone urgently our emergency contact number outside office hours is 0844 736 9545 (calls cost five pence per minute plus your telephone company's network access charge). 
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			What would you do with an extra £3,000 this Christmas? Well play this month's national Super Draw on the Love Blaby Lottery and you could be the lucky winner who has that fabulous decision to make.

You have until midnight on Friday 20 December to buy your ticket - or tickets! - and be in with a chance of scooping this amazing cash bonus, along with our usual weekly jackpot of £25,000.

Out of every £1 ticket purchased, 60p goes to local good causes. To choose which cause you will support this Christmas, buy tickets and see the full terms and conditions, visit www.blabylottery.co.uk.
 
Players must be aged over 18 and be resident in the UK. Please gamble responsibly. If you need advice or support visit www.gambleaware.org.
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			Here are the latest food hygiene ratings in the district:
Rated 5 - Hygiene standards are very good      
1. Dom Restaurant, 22 Church Street, Thurlaston 
1. Woodhouse Farm, Shop and Butchery, Woodhouse Farm, Burbage Common Road, Elmesthorpe
1. Costa Coffee, Meridian East, Meridian Business Park, Braunstone Town
1. M&J Sweetz, private address        
 
Rated 3 - Hygiene standards are generally satisfactory 
1. SR Supermarket, The Thomas Boyer Centre, Forest House Lane, Leicester Forest East
We complete many food inspections every year and the frequency of our visits depends on the potential risk to public health. 

The time between inspections can be as short as six months for the highest risk businesses, to two years for lower risk businesses. 

To find out more about hygiene ratings and to report any concerns about a business that prepares or sells food, please visit the Food Standards Agency website.









		Food Standards Agency 
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			Fast forward to post Christmas and you're ready to take down those festive decorations - what do you do with your real Christmas tree? There are a number of options for disposing of your tree responsibly: 
1. Cut into manageable pieces so it fits inside your garden waste bin with the lid closed - remember to check your waste calendar for details of when collections resume in 2025
1. Take to your local recycling and household waste site 
1. Book a collection with hospice charity LOROS, and your tree will go to a hub and be recycled into eco-friendly bio-fuel. Collections take place from Monday 6 January to Wednesday 10 January and if you sign up before Monday 23 December you'll get the collection at a cheaper rate









		Book a Christmas tree collection with Loros 
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			We are delighted to announce that four of our District businesses were recognised at the Leicestershire Promotions Tourism and Hospitality Awards recently.

The Victory Show, the UK's biggest Second World War reenactment event held at Foxlands Farm, Cosby each August, was crowned winner of Best Event/Festival (paid entry).

Meanwhile the ever-expanding Cosby Yarn Bomb village decoration extravaganza beat more then 20 other attractions to win the prestigious Best Day Out in Leicestershire honour - an award voted for by the public.

Everards at Fosse Park was highly commended in the Experience of Year category for its Brewery Tours, and 360 Play at the Meridian Leisure Park was named as a finalist in the Places to Visit category.

For more information about the awards and a full list of winners and finalists use the link below: 









		Winners of the Tourism and Hospitality Awards 
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			Students from Greystoke Primary, and Enderby Youth Band took centre stage at our charity Christmas carol service in the Council chamber on Thursday 5 December. 

The event was a sell-out so thanks to everyone who bought tickets and attended, helping raise £680 for the Air Ambulance, the chosen charity of this year's Council Chairman, Councillor Nick Chapman. 
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			Residents and other interested parties who have previously signed up to comment on Tritax Symmetry’s application for the Hinckley National Rail Freight Interchange (HNRFI) have another chance to air their views. 
 
Following the ‘minded to refuse’ letter from the former Secretary of State for Transport, and a call for further evidence, Tritax have submitted new documents to address concerns raised in the letter. 
 
They include motorway junction modelling and a road safety audit, proposals to prevent HGVs over-running kerbs in Sapcote, a report on effects at Narborough crossing, revised strategies on sustainable transport and HGV routing, a rail passenger station feasibility study, plus other documents. 
 
Along with other Councils and agencies we are preparing responses to these new submissions before the deadline of Tuesday 31 January. Anyone also wanting to make comment is urged to do so. Documents are due to be uploaded on the Planning Inspectorate website.









		Read the HNRFI documents 
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			Residents are reminded about bin collection changes and double collections over the festive break. From now both refuse and recycling will be collected on your normal collection days.

There will be no collections between Wednesday 25 December and Sunday 29 December and Tuesday 31 December and Wednesday 1 January.

A double collection (refuse and recycling) will take place on Monday 30 December for customers who would have been due a collection on Wednesday 1 January 2025 only.

Then from Thursday 2 January to Tuesday 7 January there will be double collections (refuse and recycling) again. All collections return to normal alternate weeks from Wednesday 8 January. 









		Find your bin collection dates 
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			We're encouraging all residents over 66, and their families, to check whether Pension Credit is an option they can access this winter.

Anyone of State Pension Age (66+) on a low income could get extra money and help with heating costs thanks to Pension Credit, which is worth, on average, £3,900 per year. It also unlocks additional support including Winter Fuel Payment, help with Council Tax, NHS dental care and, for those over 75, a free TV licence.

Thanks to the Pension Credit backdating rules it is possible to apply for Pension Credit and have the claim backdated by up to three months - so long as there is entitlement during that time. This means the latest date to apply and still qualify for a Winter Fuel Payment is Saturday 21 December 2024.

Apply online or call the Pension Credit claim line on 0800 99 1234 and they can fill in the application for you over the phone. Lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm. 









		Apply for Pension Credit online 
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			Gifts, decorations, festive food and drink - Christmas time brings all the extra seasonal joy but that also means extra waste.

Finding the best way to deal with this waste can be confusing, especially where recycling comes into it.

Learn more about how to reduce Christmas waste, and what to do with it all by visiting the Leicestershire Waste Partnership's Less Waste website. 









			









		Hints and tips to reduce, reuse and recycle at Christmas 
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			We all know the phrase 'batteries not included', well please remember that phrase when thinking about your refuse and recycling.

Batteries should not be disposed of in your normal rubbish bin as they can become crushed or damaged in bin lorries and waste sites, leading to fires.

According to the National Fire Chiefs Council there were 1,200 fires in the waste system in the 12 months to May this year.

However, the good news is that batteries can be recycled at specific drop-off points. You can also put them in a clear bag, like a sandwich bag, and leave them on top of your recycling bin for us to take on collection day.  









		Learn more about battery recycling 
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			Are you or someone you know looking for a new career challenge? Then Blaby District Council could be the answer, so why not check out our latest vacancies?

Among the roles available are Refuse Team Leader, Senior Planning Officer and Homelessness Case Officer.

Find out more about these jobs, the benefits of working for the Council and application tips by visiting www.blaby.gov.uk/jobs.  









		Working for Blaby District Council 






		






		
			📅 Big Tree Giveaway 












		[image: A collage of several pictures of trees

Description automatically generated]






			More than 150 trees have been given to schools, community groups and parish councils in the last month to boost local biodiversity and combat climate change.
For the Big Tree Giveaway this year we invited applications from organisations looking to create small woodland areas and orchards. We were overwhelmed with the number of applications we received, and can’t wait to see the trees planted across the District.
Each group claimed between 10 and 15 trees, courtesy of funding from the government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund.
Hannah Knox, Assistant Head Teacher at Cosby Primary School, said: “For the last two years, Cosby Primary School have been working hard to develop the forest area on the field so that all year groups can enjoy a lovely space for our outdoor learning.
“We were very lucky to receive some fantastic trees from the 'Blaby Big Tree Giveaway'! The school councillors and the year 6 Eco Leaders have been helping to plan where to put them and planting them with a local landscape designer. They have learnt how to look after the trees and how it will help our environment.
“The school is looking forward to watching them grow and eventually pick fruit from them!”
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			Blaby District Council Leader Councillor Richardson said: “While it will take time to fully assess the implications of the English Devolution White Paper, the district and borough councils in Leicestershire have long since welcomed the opportunity for devolution of powers and funding from central government to the regions, and recognise this is the best way to secure investment and stimulate economic growth within our communities.

“I am keen to explore these important issues with local government partners over the coming weeks, and throughout will ensure that the views and needs of our communities are at the heart of everything we do.” 









		Read the full statement from Leader Councillor Terry Richardson 
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